
PLAYS AT THE THEATRES THIS WEEK
academy of music.Monday Mg'lit, "The Merry Countcti."

NISW LYIllC THEATRE.Keith Vntidwllle All the Week, Mat¬inee and Mght,

BIJOU THEATRE.
"Euat Lynne," in Motion Picture*.

COLOMAL THEATRE.
Vaudeville.

THE LITTLE THEATRE.
Pictures.

"The Merry (Nmntena."
^ Uh a superabundance >«f \Menn<*B«glitter and gaiety, a touch of Lon¬

don humor, and a liberal sprinkling ofNew York wit, "Tlio Merry countess,direct from a remarkable engagementof six months at the Casino Theatre,
comes to the Academy to-morrow
night.
The score of thin exquisite operettaIs r.n unquenchable delight, being the* masterpiece of Johann Strauss, recog¬

nized the world ovtr a;» the undisput¬
ed Waltz King. The consensus of
critical opinio); wan that "The Merry
Countess" realized the fondest hope ot
the fatigued amusement seeker, and
that it tilled a long -foil want.
The story Is brisk and delightfully

progressive. dealing In a whimsical
manner with pseudo royalty and ultia-
modern social conditions, both in tlx is
country aiul abroad. The scenes, as
tliey occur, ate: Hosalinda's (the coun¬
tess! boudoir, the Arum LU>* Club,
where Prlnco Orloffsky's ball trans-
¦pi»es, and the governor's house in the
New Age-prison, where all the gay
revelers are found corralled by min¬
ions of the law. This prison, how¬
ever. Is a marvelous institution. It
makes a point <>T catering to Its pris¬
oners, who ar<3 designated ns guests,
nnd allows them to mix in the most
approved fashion, just as though they
were paying their own expenses at a
fasnlonable re-orL Herein 5s a sit¬
uation with unlimited scope for hilari¬
ous fun. and to say that the opportu¬
nity is seized with a vengeance am?
made to loom large on the horizon of
unrestrained pleasure, Is but repeat¬
ing a platitude. It is In this scene,
too, that the tantalising dance melody,
"Beautiful Blue !>anube." Is rendered
with all the ardor and charm Imaglu-
able.

Miss Mabel Baker is the prima
donna, and is surrounded by a cast
of unusual excellence, including Ar¬
thur ("lough, Dale Winter. Carl Haydn,
May Field. Pa'le P.ipple, ("bailee
Udell, 11;.ri Carter and Jack Mender-
son. ]
Keith Vnndevllle Ileglns «« Lyric To-
Horron.
Thousnnds have already seen the in-

terlor of the beautiful Lyric Theatre.
Fe\eral thousands v. ill see it at its'
prettiest, to-morrow when the Keith
vaudeville performances, to be staged
theie. shall launch the theatrical eea-
son of 1313-ltll, and, also, mark the
beginning of its career as one of the
sights of present-day progressive
Richmond. Vaudeville of many varie¬
ties has been offered In this city in
recent veers, but, r.ot in a full five
years has the brand distinguished by
the prefix of Keith been seen here-
abouts. That name signifies the qual¬
ity of the e.uertaininent to prevail at

*the I.yrlc. Wherever vaudeville Is pre¬
eminently popular in the United States,
and vaudeville that Is really' vaude¬
ville is styled Koith vaudeville, there
the best displays of human Ingenuity
and excellence arc to l>e seen.
Seven arts of vaudeville will be the

main features of the entertainment.
Others will rest in the neauty of the
theatre, the playing of a specially se¬
lected orchestra of six pieces, and a
new motion jrcture subject, the high¬
ly interesting F'athe Weekly, to sup¬
ply an artistic attractiveness to the
complete bill Special care has been
exercised in the arrangement of the
Initial week's bill, the experts of the
United Booking Offices have carefully
booked the apcarance of a septet ot
widely varied and splendid features.
It carries no great name, the engage¬
ment of which would necessitate the
expense of a visually complete bill,
at the sacrifice in merit of the other
offerings on the program, but it does
carry seven distinct and deserverl-
1>' popular vaudeville features, each

GASCH SISTERS.

and every one able to stand out aa a
feature of most bills, and so It Is
believed and stated that the general
entertainment to l»o found in the first
week's bill will make it one of the
most thoroughly enjoyable, high-class
and refined entertainments housed
within a local theatre in many years.
One of the specially selected num¬

bers to be seen is the laughing act
"Flinders's Furnished Flat." by WU-
lard Sims and company, four people.Mr. Kims plays the part of a paper-hanger papering a very elegant parlor;
Miss Mario Lucier portrays the mistress
of the house, and so harasses the paper-
hanger that he becomes smeared with
paste and none of the pa^er gets up.

In Alexander and Scott, from Ports¬
mouth, this State, rests another feature.
Theirs is a blackface offering. or more
properly speaking, a brownface num¬
ber. Both are excellent singers, the
gowns worn in the offering being un¬
usually beautiful and sure to be talk-
ed about, and there is a surprise In the
offering that makes it of great value,
Another act of Importance is that of

James Francis Dooley, assisted by Co-
rlnne Sayles, In tbeir own original sing¬
ing and talking act, a different idea of
sidewalk patter. It is accredited as one
of the most amusing numbers in the
Keith vaudeville field.
Equally important, and probably as

effective in music-loving Richmond, will
be the appearance of William Westonjnnd company, six people in the dis-
tinctly different "Attorneys." It Is a
musical offering full of surprises. Mr.
Weston is a German character come-
dlan of the best type, and Is ably as-
slsted.
There will be the attractiveness fur-

nished by Marie Fenton, whose advent
into vaudeville from the operatic field
only a year ago was one of the sensa-
tlons of the theatrical year. Adrnlt-
tedly one of the most beautiful women
of the stage. Miss Fenton wears some{brilliant gowns and sings some spe-
daily written songs in excellent style.

Another act of Importance will be
that furnished by the famous Gasch
sisters, if not the only, then the most
expert hand-to-hand woman acrobats
behind the footlights. Theirs is a dif¬
ferent offering, sensational because of
the feats they perform and admirable

I
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because of (he natty dresses worn. In-jifetead of the tights less talented artists!,
in this line are usually seen in.
Beginning the performance will be

the novel offering of Herbert's dog.=,
a company of twenty-one canines in a
looping the loop exhibition. It is good

j for roars of laughter throughout its! length, is more than usually ercltlng.
| r.nd adds pleasure because of the eager-
ness of the poodles to perform.,There will be a picture play at each
and every performance, there having
been engaged each week a special dls-
rlay of the newest of Pnthe Weekly
picture stories, issued each seven days, i
quite assuring that more interest will

i be manifested in the photographed pre-
sentation of interesting world's inter- J'

KABBt HAR7MI AN1) CARL HA1UN, W THID "MJESRKY O.OUNTK8S," ACAPEMY", TO-MOIIROW WIGHT.
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ALEXAN'DAR AND SCOTT.

est Items than generally attends such
displays.
Two performances each day will be

the regular program, the matinee start¬
ing at 2:30, the night performance at
S;30. " Any seat In the house may be
engaged for 25 cents at the matinees,
and the top orchestra seat charge for
the night performance is 75 cents. An
immense advance sale promises an aus¬

picious opening, and seats are being
engaged for the season at a rapid
pace.

\t the Colonial.
Starting on the second week of a

new policy that has. at its beginning,
proved of immense and immediate ap¬
peal to local theatregoers, Wilmer, Vin¬
cent & Wells have aligned six particu¬
larly selected vaudeville numbers that
tvill well cover the field of variety in
sntertainment and produce unusual In¬
terest and amusement. As was the
:ase In the week Just ended, throe 6f
the six acts engaged will afford en¬
tertainment at the matinees Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday and at the
night performances the last three days
pf the week. The other three acts will
afford entertainment for the night pa¬
trons the first three days of the week
and preside over the festivities duringthe matinees on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.
First among the features.' for the

ppening bill is noted the name of Von
Dell, a musical master in Impersona¬
tions of famous conductors and com¬
posers of years ago. Comparing his
act to that first introduced Into this
country by Willie Zimmerman andInter instanced In this city on the ap¬
pearance of Caesar Rivoli at the Em¬
pire,. the genius of Von Dell is said to
rank him well alongside each of the
artists named, and to musical lovers,
as well as admirers of the expert In
any line, a treat is quite nssurod. That
blackface Jollifier, Carl Statzer, who ap¬peared at this same theatre-four years
ago to' a great success, returns to this
city with a new budget of conversationand comedy songs, as well bb with anInfectious comedy manner that Is quiteirresistible.
Completing1 the trinity of vaudeville

acts for the first half of the day are
Cooper and May, a young fellow and
a pretty girl. In a succession of songs
and an exhibition that will make
them a welcome feature of. the pro¬
gram.
For the Monday night performances

there Is to be featured the marvelous
exhibition of Gamble and Company,
who will devote themselves to a dis¬
play of mind retentlveness, as In¬
stanced in the rnpld mathematical cal¬
culations they will surprise the audi¬
ences with. It is an offering that
causes wonder as well as interest.
Another feature will be offered by

that well known comedian Tommy
Holer, *

assisted by Camllle Personl, In
the extremely humorous comedy skit
"The I.unch Counter Girl." In the
hands of. these capable players, ex¬
perienced lrf hundreds of comedy roles,
is proThlsed the laughing session of
the. week. .

Comedian and mimic Jack Marehall
will add his pleasing touch to the
performance by reeling off a. list of
original storleB, and in the -Imperson¬
ations of people and anlms'ls that prove
his ability as a mime.

T?wo( new, picture plays of *pedal
selection ;ind approval will add In¬
struction and. entertainment to each

MAHIK LUCIKH.

separate vaudeville performance, six
qf which are offered every day, each of
one hour's duration. Th<> first mati¬
nee starts at 2:30. and there are three
of them. The first night performance
starts at 7:30 and the thlfd at 9:30.

"E«*t I.j-nne" tu Pictured.
With the coming: of "East Lynnc" to

the Bijou Theatre for the week be¬
ginning to-morrow. Richmond will be
paid an unusual tribute in being se¬
lected for the premier prescrttifcon In
the United States of an attraction that
is breaking- all records abroad.
The production of "Hast Lynno" re¬

ferred to is in motion picture form,
yet is said to eclipse any stage pre¬
sentation of the piece ever given, not¬
withstanding the fact that the most
famous actors and actresses of the
last half century havo essayed the
trying rol«s of Mrs. Henry Wood's
tear-compelling novel. It was made
by Barker's all-British company In the
picturesque surroundings of Worces¬
ter and Boulogne, and is regarded as
a world triumph in tho field of cine¬
matography. Studious care was ob¬
served In the selection of backgrounds,
vehicles, costumes, etc., with the re¬
sult that the spirit and atmosphere
of the early Victorian era pervades
the production. The cast was the best
that could be secured in the United
Kingdom, including the great emotion¬
al actress, Blanche Forsythe, and the
equally prominent leading man, Fred
Paul.
Tho popularity of Mrs. Wood's novel,

coupled with the excellence of tho pro¬
duction made from It. caused this pre¬
sentation of "Fast Lynno" to he hail¬
ed abroad with intonse enthusiasm.
Everywhere that It has been exhibited
tho capacity of the theatres has been
taxed to tho uttermost. The produc¬
tion will be given an extensive tour
throughout America, following Its in¬
troduction in Richmond. The engage¬
ment at the Rijou Theatre Is for one
week only, and. in order to accommo¬
date the demands for seats, perform¬
ances will be given every nfternoon ad
well as evening. Popular prices will
govern the engagement.

Theatres Open To-Morrow.
By to-morrow night every theatre

in Richmond, with the single excep¬
tion of the Empire, will be open to the
public, and It Is safe to say that the
public, hungry for amusement and
entertainment, will swarm through the
opened doorf*» Into auditoriums all
ablaze with house lights and settle
down Into chairs to await with cheer¬
ful impatience the darkening of the
house nnd the turning up of the
"foots,'. which will signify that the
theatrical season of 1913-1914 Is on.
For years the opening of tho Acade¬

my of Music marked the beginning of
the season, but tills year even that in¬
teresting event, doubly interesting be¬
cause of the diameter of the Attrac¬
tion offered, divides the honor of In¬
augurating the season with the formal
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Company of 65, Entire Original Production
Hear the Tantalizing Dunce Melody, "Beautiful Blue Danube.1'

Prices 50c to $2.00

BUUMUlllHHlHlllimilllUISUUlUUUIlllfilfiUBIIEMEBaiSUIiaillMj
GRAM) OPENING, MONDAY MATINEE, AUGUST 2STII.

Assisted by Edward Kreyer and Marguerite Lucier,the Wall Paper Scream,

Flinders' Furnished Flat'
Herbert's

i^s!|§| Dogs
Marie
Fenton

A queen of beau¬
ty and son? siren,
with wonderful
wardrobes.

The grandest and
most pleasing of
domestic animal
nets.

In the /spectacu¬
lar novelty, "At¬
torneys." Some¬
thing radically
different.

Only world-noted
female Rinley art¬
ists on the stago
to-day.

^ ^ranc's
Dooley

Alexander
Scott

"From Virginia,"
The very essence
of excellence In
blnckfane art.

Assisted by Co-
rinne Sayles, in
a new version of
"Pavement Pat¬
ter/'

AS A MOVING PICTURE EVENT TIIE NEW PAT IIB WEEK I.Y

DAILY SCHEDULE PRICES:
Mntlncc, 10c mid 35c) Nighi,)13c, 25c,.18e, 30c, 7.%c.Matinee, StSOj Night, StSO.

1,000 reserved seats at the matinee, 5c. Engage your season sesits now.

ACADEMY-.-To-morrow
SAMUEIj e, rork

Presents an International Cast of Artists in the Musical Romance,

The Merry Counless
Score by Johann Strauss. Book by Gladys linger. Lyrics by

, Arthur Anderson.
One Year Lyric-Theatre, London. Six Months

Casino Theatre, New York.

BIJOU THEATRE
One Week, Beginning

To-Morrow Matinee, Aug.
First Time in the United States.

The Stupendous, All-British, Photo-Play Triumph, WorlcTs
Greatest Emotional Drama,

EASTLYNNE
7,000 feet; 150 different scenes; an effective and impressivevisualization of the immortal story.

Twice Daily: 2:30 and 8:30.
Prices: Seats reserved, 25c and 50c. Matinees, any seat, 25c.

opening of tho now Lyric Theatre,
which also takes place to-morrow.
Five years ago, high-class vaude¬

ville wa3 given a season's trial at the
Colonial, but without marked success

financially. The men who control tho
theatrical situation In Richmond, how¬
ever, believing that tho cheaper
housesjwlth their frequently excellent
nets have educated the public in Its
taste for variety in entertainment,
have built a very expensive and gen¬
uinely beautiful playhouse for the sole
purpose of ottering on Its stage the
highest class of vaudevillo obtainable
in this country. The bill presented at
Ihe Lyric will be of the same char-

acter as those shown In the largest
cities In the United States.
An indicatory of the public approval

of this policy, the house is alreadypractically sold out for both perform-
ances to-morrow, and a number of
reservations for the seaoon have been
made. Xor has "The Meiry Countess."
who makes her how at the Academy
of Music to-morrow night, been over¬
looked, as a rushing: sale of seats tes-
tiiles, while the Bijou will present oqo
of tlu>.best-known plays In the tCi»K-
llsh-speaking world, "East Lynne," as
it could never be seen upon the stapro
of a theatrQ, and the Colonial will
continue the new plan which has
proved so popular.
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SUE H|AGE Or CARLE AND BARBARA UAHK.


